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the words of the Emancipation Proclamation—that every life saved is “an
act of justice,” worthy of “the considerate judgment of mankind, and the
gracious favor of an Almighty God.” We reflect on the Amendment that
wrote abolition into law, the decades of struggle to make its promise real,
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that has drawn nations to-
gether in the pursuit of equality and justice. These achievements once
seemed impossible—but on this day, let us remember that they were not,
and let us press on toward the future we know is possible.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 2013 as National
Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month, culminating in the an-
nual celebration of National Freedom Day on February 1. I call upon busi-
nesses, organizations, faith-based groups, families, and all Americans to
recognize the vital role we can play in ending all forms of slavery and to
observe this month with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day
of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8925 of December 31, 2012
National Stalking Awareness Month, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Each year, millions of Americans face the fear, isolation, and danger of
being victims of stalking. At some point in their lives, 1 in 6 women and
1 in 19 men will be stalked, and many of these crimes will go unreported
and unprosecuted. During National Stalking Awareness Month, we rededi-
cate ourselves to supporting victims of stalking and sharpen our resolve to
bring perpetrators to justice.

Stalking is a pattern of unwanted contact that causes victims to fear for
their safety or the safety of family members. It can include implied or ex-
plicit threats; harassment; or nonconsensual communication through phone
calls, text messages, or emails. The perpetrator is usually someone the vic-
tim knows. Stalking behaviors may appear innocuous to outside observers,
but victims often endure intense physical and emotional distress that af-
fects every aspect of their lives. Many feel forced to move, or change jobs.
Tragically, stalking tends to escalate over time, and it is sometimes fol-
lowed by sexual assault or homicide.

My Administration remains committed to building a robust criminal justice
response to stalking—one that holds offenders accountable, offers protec-
tion and support to all victims of violence, and empowers them to break
the cycle of abuse. In January 2012, we held the first-ever White House
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stalking roundtable with survivors, law enforcement officers, victim advo-
cates, and researchers. We have built partnerships with communities across
the Nation to implement anti-stalking efforts. And we continue to support
nonprofit organizations and local, State, and tribal governments as they de-
velop more effective responses to violence against women—including di-
rect services, crisis intervention, transitional housing, legal assistance to
victims, court improvement, and training for law enforcement and courts.

We are also working to address the threat of cyberstalking. While advances
in technology are making this crime more prevalent, they can also pose
unique opportunities to address it. Communities are developing new tools
that help connect victims to local services, and State governments are up-
dating statutes to further protect people from cyberstalking. Through our
Apps Against Abuse challenge, my Administration recognized mobile ap-
plications that are empowering people to defend themselves against dating
violence, sexual assault, and stalking.

Thanks to the dedicated work of law enforcement officials, community
leaders, advocates, organizations, and survivors, our country has made
great strides in combating stalking. During National Stalking Awareness
Month, we resolve to keep building on this momentum until no American
lives in fear of this crime.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 2013 as National
Stalking Awareness Month. I call upon all Americans to recognize the signs
of stalking, acknowledge stalking as a serious crime, and urge those im-
pacted not to be afraid to speak out or ask for help. Let us also resolve to
support victims and survivors, and to create communities that are secure
and supportive for all Americans.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day
of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth.

BARACK OBAMA
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EXECUTIVE ORDERS

Executive Order 13597 of January 19, 2012

Establishing Visa and Foreign Visitor Processing Goals and
the Task Force on Travel and Competitiveness

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States of America, and to improve visa and foreign visitor
processing and travel promotion in order to create jobs and spur economic
growth in the United States, while continuing to protect our national secu-
rity, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. The travel and tourism industry is one of our Nation’s
leading service sectors and sources of exports. However, the U.S. market
share of spending by international travelers fell from 17 percent to 11 per-
cent of the global market from 2000 to 2010, more than a 30 percent de-
crease in our share of the global market. This decrease was due primarily
to increased international competition, changing patterns in global develop-
ment, and, to some degree, more stringent security requirements imposed
after 2001. Given the importance of the travel and tourism industry to the
U.S. economy and job creation, a coordinated policy, consistent with pro-
tecting our national security, is needed to support a prosperous and secure
travel and tourism industry in the United States.

Steady progress has been made since 2010, when my Administration
launched the National Export Initiative and the Travel Promotion Act was
signed into law. While our processes for moving people and goods across
our borders are now both more secure and more efficient, new initiatives
are needed to enable us to better capitalize on the economic opportunities
presented by a dynamic 21st century travel and tourism industry.

Sec. 2. Visa and Foreign Visitor Processing. (a) The Assistant to the Presi-
dent for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism shall, consistent with
Presidential Policy Directive 1 or any successor documents and in coordi-
nation with the Assistant to the President and Cabinet Secretary, maintain
an interagency process for coordinating the implementation of regulatory
improvements and the evaluation of legislative proposals to enhance and
expedite travel to and arrival in the United States by foreign nationals, con-
sistent with national security requirements.

(b) The Secretaries of State and Homeland Security, in consultation with
the Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism,
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